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1861.] HASKINS'S SELECTIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES. 577 

In 1786 Woide published a fac-sitnile of it. The present edition has 
Woide's for its basis ; but the text has been corrected by careful colla- 
tion with the manuscript, as well as with the readings given from it by 
other critics. It might indeed seem, at first thought, that a new tran- 
scription of the original would have been the fairer method of procedure. 
But the manuscript was in a much better state in Woide's time than 
now, and in many cases where his readings are now doubtful, they may 
have been beyond doubt when his edition appeared. In not a few 
places the ink has become so pale, that they can be read only by " the 
aid of a lens and in a strong light." At the same time, the ferruginous 
matter in the ink has eaten a vast number of minute holes in the parch- 
ment, often converting it into a tissue like lace-work, and thus occa- 
sionally rendering a reading doubtful. This manuscript has divided 
the learned world into two parties as to the reading of 1 Timothy 
iii. 16. The question is whether its original reading was e~s [for etot] 
(cpavfpa>6r} or Of ((papfpadt) (God, or who was manifested in the flesh). 
The former is the apparent reading now. But the line in the centre 
of the disputed letter, if it was really traced there, was traced with a 
slight touch, by a modern pen almost dry ; yet it may be the retouching 
of a more ancient and faded similar line. On the other hand, the vel- 
lum is at this place very thin ; a stroke coincident witli that sub lite 
confessedly forms a part of a letter on the other side of the leaf, and it 
is by no means certain that it may not be this last which, seen through 
the leaf, makes the O seem to be O. Of course the controversy can 
never be satisfactorily settled ; for with the increased age of the man- 
uscript it is becoming more and more difficult to determine whether the 
stroke belongs on one side of the leaf or on both. Mr. Cowper's In- 
troduction is well written, and contains a sketch of the history of the 
manuscript, and of the several hypotheses with reference to the time 
and place of its origin, with the reasons for them respectively. As to 
the accuracy with which the body of the work is executed, we, of course, 
have not the materials for forming an opinion. 



17. — Selections from the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments ; 
for Families and Schools. By the Rev. David Grkene Haskins. 
Boston : E. P. Button & Co. 1861. 12mo. pp. 401, 36. 

Mr. Haskins has here undertaken a delicate and difficult work. 

The object of reading the Scriptures as a devotional service is of course 

attained, only when use is made of such portions as arc intelligible and 

interesting to young persons and to those of a culture not far advanced. 
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There are numerous passages, instructive and edifying to a mature and 
thoroughly religious mind, wliich would be obscure, and therefore weari- 
some, to min<ls of a different class ; and there are, again, many historical 
and ritual details, which form essential parts of the history of Divine 
revelation and thus of the materials for verifying it, which in them- 
selves, and separately, have no religious value. At the same time, by 
judicious selection and omission, the greater part of the sacred record 
may be made directly available for religious instruction and impression ; 
and almost every volume of excerpts that we have seen has erred on the 
side of omission, and has therefore been jejune and inadequate. Not 
so with the volume before us. It has evidently been a labor of love 
with the compiler, and, modest as it is in its pretensions, it can have 
been the result only of prolonged, deliberate, and reverent toil. This 
is evident alike in the construction of continuous narratives, the portions 
of which are separated in the Old Testament, and in the blending of 
the narratives of the synoptic Evangelists. We are prepared to give to 
this work our emphatic and unqualified recommendation. 

The last thirty-six pages of the volume consist of " Prayers and 
Collects for Daily or Occasional Service in Families and Schools." 
These are in part original ; in part selected from the Book of Common 
Prayer ; and in part from Hannah More's " Book of Private Devo- 
tion." They are brief, simple, appropriate, and fervent ; and where a 
compendious manual of devotion is desired, we know of none better than 
this. 



18. — Lyra Domestica. Translated from the " Psaltery and Harp " of 
C. J. P. Spitta by Eichard Massie. With additional Selections 
by Rev. F. D. Huntington, D. D. Boston : E. P. Dutton & Co. 
1861. 16mo. pp. 300. 

Considerably less than a third part of this volume consists of the 
translations from the " Psaltery and Harp." Whether all the poems 
that Massie translated are given here or not, the Introduction leaves 
doubtful. " Most of these pieces appear unaltered," we are told, — but 
does this mean that all of them were printed, but some altered by the 
American editor, or that some few were omitted and the rest printed 
without change ? However this may be, we are heartily thankful 
for what is given us. Spitta was a minister of the Lutheran Church 
in the kingdom of Hanover, for more than thirty years prior to his 
death, which occurred less than two years ago. Most of his hymns 
were set to music, and he used to sing them with his daughters in the 



